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Abstract 

Background: Resiniferatoxin (RTX) is a potent analog of capsaicin and activates transient receptor potential (TRP) 
vanilloid type (TRPV) 1. In the current study, we investigated the preventive effect of perineural RTX on the develop‑
ment of cold hypersensitivity induced by spinal nerve ligation (SNL) in rats. Furthermore, we examined the association 
between the expression level of TRPV1, TRP ankyrin type (TRPA) 1 and TRP melastatin type (TRPM) 8 in the dorsal root 
ganglion (DRG) and cold hypersensitivity after SNL.

Results: RTX pretreatment prevented the development of SNL‑induced hypersensitivity to mechanical, thermal, 
and cold stimuli. Western blot analysis 4 weeks after RTX pretreatment showed that RTX pretreatment decreased the 
protein expression level of SNL‑induced TRPM8, but not TRPV1 or TRPA1, in the DRG of SNL rats. Immunofluorescent 
analysis revealed that up‑regulated TRPM8‑stained neurons after SNL co‑localized with neurofilament 200‑positive 
neurons located in the DRG.

Conclusions: Pretreatment with perineural RTX significantly inhibits SNL‑induced mechanical, thermal, and cold 
hypersensitivity. The antinociceptive effect of perineural RTX, especially on cold hypersensitivity, may be related to the 
suppression of TRPM8 expression in DRG.
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Background
The capsaicin receptor was first cloned in 1997 [1], which 
was later named the transient receptor potential (TRP) 
vanilloid type 1 (TRPV1). TRPV1 is a non-selective cat-
ion channel sensitive to noxious heat, pH, putative endo-
vanilloids, and pungent plant products such as capsaicin. 
TRPV1 channels are found in some A-delta and unmy-
elinated C-fibers of peripheral nerves [2, 3], well known 
as part of the pain conduction pathway. Therefore, the 

TRPV1 channel is considered a target for pain control, 
and many TRPV1 agonists and antagonists are ongoing 
preclinical and clinical trials as analgesics [4, 5].

Resiniferatoxin (RTX) is a TRPV1 agonist isolated 
from Euphorbia resinifera and an ultrapotent capsaicin 
analog [6]. It is more potent than capsaicin by 34-fold in 
its effects on thermoregulation and neurogenic inflam-
mation [6]. Unlike capsaicin, binding of RTX to TRPV1 
is irreversible leading to a sustained influx of sodium and 
calcium through the channels, thereby desensitize the 
TRPV1 expressing neurons at the dorsal root ganglion 
(DRG) [7]. Furthermore, RTX has advantages over cap-
saicin in that it induces less initial irritation and produces 
less systemic toxicity [8]. RTX has been used for perineu-
ral injection like a local anesthetic in animal models, and 
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has been shown to produce conduction analgesia without 
suppressing motor and other sensory function [9]. There-
fore, perineural RTX may hold promise for preventing 
postoperative pain and consequent chronic neuropathic 
pain. Indeed, numerous studies revealed that pretreat-
ment with perineural RTX, rather than posttreatment, 
has a preventive effect on the development of neuro-
pathic pain in various animal pain models. For example, 
perineural RTX prevents mechanical and heat hyper-
sensitivity after carrageenan injection [10], and in sciatic 
nerve ligation model of rats, perineural RTX attenuated 
the development of mechanical and heat hypersensitivity 
[11, 12]. However, the effectiveness of perineural RTX on 
preventing cold hypersensitivity is unclear.

Since the characterization of TRPV1, many other families 
of transient receptor potential channel have been discov-
ered. Among them, transient receptor potential melastatin 
type 8 (TRPM8) and transient receptor potential ankyrin 
type 1 (TRPA1) are known as ‘cold sensitive’ channels [13]. 
These thermo-sensitive channels (TRPV1, TRPM8, and 
TRPA1) are known to be involved in the development of 
neuropathic pain, and many researchers have reported 
that expression of these channels in sensory neurons are 
increased in various neuropathic pain models [14–20].

In our current study, we investigated the preventive effect 
of perineural RTX on the development of cold hyper-
sensitivity induced by spinal nerve ligation (SNL) in rats. 
Furthermore, we examined the association between the 
expression level of TRPV1, TRPM8, and TRPA1 in the 
DRG and cold hypersensitivity after SNL.

Results
Behavioral tests
The baseline paw withdrawal threshold to mechanical stimuli 
in all rats before SNL surgery was 15 g (maximal mechanical 
stimulus). As shown in Fig. 1, SNL significantly reduced the 
paw withdrawal threshold to mechanical stimuli after 1 week, 
and this effect was sustained for 4 weeks after SNL. Perineu-
ral administration of RTX 1  µg inhibited the development 
of SNL-induced mechanical hypersensitivity throughout 
the whole experimental period, with a significant difference 
noted compared to the RTX 0 µg group from 1 to 3 weeks 
after SNL. The paw withdrawal response to heat stimuli 
(44 °C) is shown in Fig. 2. Compared to baseline values, paw 
withdrawal latency to heat stimuli significantly decreased 
from 1 to 2 weeks after SNL. Pretreatment of both RTX 1 µg 
and 0.1 µg resulted in a significant protective effect against 
SNL-induced heat hyperalgesia. In the cold-plate test, SNL 
resulted in significant cold hypersensitivity throughout the 
whole experimental period (1–4  weeks). In the RTX 1  µg 
group, the threshold to cold stimuli was higher than in the 
RTX 0  µg group throughout the experimental period. This 
protective effect showed statistical significance at 1 and 

2 weeks compared to the RTX 0 µg group. In contrast, pre-
treatment with RTX 0.1 µg did not produce a protective effect 
on SNL-induced cold hypersensitivity (Fig. 3). The results of 
the mechanical, cold and hot hypersensitivity are also pro-
vided as an additional file (Additional files 1, 2 and 3).

TRPV1, TRPA1, and TRPM8 protein expression levels in the 
DRG 4 weeks after SNL
Immunoblot analysis of the ipsilateral L5 and L6 DRG 
4 weeks after SNL revealed that the protein expression level 
of TRPV1 in the DRG significantly increased 4 weeks after 
SNL, which was not attenuated by pretreatment with RTX 
1  µg (Fig.  4). As shown in Fig.  5, TRPA1 protein expres-
sion in the DRG was not affected by either SNL or RTX 

Fig. 1 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on the withdrawal 
threshold to mechanical stimuli. Perineural administration of vehicle 
or RTX (0, 0.1, or 1 µg) was performed before spinal nerve ligatoin 
(SNL). Behavioral tests were performed before surgery and weekly 
for 4 weeks after SNL. To test mechanical hyperalgesia, a von Frey 
filament was used to stimulate the plantar surface of the ipsilateral 
left hind foot. The data are presented as the mean ± standard error. 
**P < 0.01 and ***P < 0.001 compared to the RTX 0 µg group

Fig. 2 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on the withdrawal 
latency to heat stimuli. Perineural administration of vehicle or RTX (0, 
0.1, or 1 µg) was performed before spinal nerve ligation (SNL). Behav‑
ioral tests were performed before surgery and weekly for 4 weeks 
after SNL. To test heat hyperalgesia, the rats were placed on the 44 °C 
hot‑plate apparatus (Ugo‑Basile, Comerico, Italy). The reaction time 
starting from the placement of the rat on the hot‑plate to the time of 
licking or withdrawing the hind paw was measured. The cut‑off time 
for the hot‑plate test was set at 30 s. The data are presented as the 
mean ± standard error. **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001 and ****P < 0.0001 
compared to the RTX 0 µg group
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treatment. On the other hand, TRPM8 protein expression 
in the DRG significantly increased 4 weeks after SNL and 
perineural pretreatment with RTX 1  µg before SNL pre-
vented the increase in TRPM8 protein expression (Fig. 6).

Fig. 3 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on the withdrawal 
latency to cold stimuli. Perineural administration with vehicle or RTX 
(0, 0.1, and 1 µg) was performed before spinal nerve ligation (SNL). 
Behavioral tests were performed before surgery and weekly for 
4 weeks after SNL. To test cold allodynia, response to cold stimuli was 
examined using the 10 °C cold‑plate (Ugo‑Basile, Varese, Italy). The 
reaction time starting from the placement of the rat on the cold‑plate 
to the time of licking or withdrawing the hind paw was measured. 
The cut‑off time for the cold‑plate test was set at 100 s. The data 
are presented as the mean ± standard error. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, 
***P < 0.001 and ****P < 0.0001 compared to the RTX 0 µg group

Fig. 4 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on transient recep‑
tor potential vanilloid type 1 (TRPV1) expression. Perineural admin‑
istration with vehicle or RTX (0 or 1 µg) was performed before spinal 
nerve ligation (SNL). To evaluate the protein expression level of TRPV1 
located in the dorsal root ganglion (DRG), the left L5 and L6 DRG 
were isolated 4 weeks after SNL. Western blot analysis was performed 
using 40 μg of total protein extracted from the isolated DRG (a). The 
specific signal for TRPV1 was quantified and plotted (b). β‑actin was 
used as an internal loading control. *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01 compared to 
the control (sham) group

Fig. 5 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on transient recep‑
tor potential ankyrin type 1 (TRPA1) expression. Perineural adminis‑
tration with vehicle or RTX (0 or 1 µg) was performed prior to spinal 
nerve ligation (SNL). To evaluate the protein expression level of TRPA1 
located in the dorsal root ganglion (DRG), the left L5 and L6 DRG 
were isolated 4 weeks after SNL. Western blot analysis was performed 
using 40 μg of total protein extracted from the isolated DRG (a). The 
specific signal for TRPA1 was quantified and plotted (b). β‑actin was 
used as internal loading control

Fig. 6 Effect of resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreatment on transient 
receptor potential mellastatin type 8 (TRPM8) expression. Perineural 
administration with vehicle or RTX (0 or 1 µg) was performed before 
spinal nerve ligation (SNL). To evaluate the protein expression level 
of TRPM8 located in the dorsal root ganglion (DRG), the left L5 and 
L6 DRG were isolated 4 weeks after SNL. Western blot analysis was 
performed using 40 μg of total protein extracted from the isolated 
DRG (a). The specific signal for TRPM8 was quantified and plotted (b). 
β‑actin was used as an internal loading control. **P < 0.01 compared 
to the control (sham) group. ††P < 0.01 compared to the SNL group



Page 4 of 9Koh et al. BMC Neurosci  (2016) 17:38 

Immunofluorescence analysis of TRPM8 expression
As shown in Figs.  7 and 8, immunofluorescence analy-
sis revealed that SNL surgery (RTX 0  µg group) led to 
an increased trend in the number of TRPM8-positive 
neurons in the DRG compared with the sham-operated 
control group. In the RTX 1  µg group, this increase in 
the number of TRPM8-expressing neurons was not 
observed. The results of TRPM8 immunoreactive neu-
ronal cell counts are further provided in additional file 4.

Discussion
In our current study using a rat model, we found that 
pretreatment with perineural RTX significantly inhib-
ited mechanical, heat, and cold hypersensitivity after 
SNL. Western blot analysis demonstrated that TRPV1 
and TRPM8 protein expression levels in the DRG had 
increased 4  weeks after SNL. Perineural pretreatment 
with RTX reduced the expression level of TRPM8, but 
not of TRPV1 in the DRG 4 weeks after SNL.

The protective effect of perineural RTX pretreatment 
on the development of heat and mechanical hypersen-
sitivity has been demonstrated in previous studies using 
neuropathic models. For example, Kissin et  al. reported 
that pretreatment with perineural RTX reduced the 
development of mechanical and heat hypersensitiv-
ity after carrageenan injection and sciatic nerve ligation 
[10, 11]. Other authors also reported reduced mechani-
cal and heat hypersensitivity in RTX-pretreated rats after 
carrageenan injection and common peroneal/tibial nerve 
ligation [12, 21]. Our findings are consistent with these 
previous experiments and strengthen the evidence for the 
protective role of RTX on the development of mechanical 
and heat hypersensitivity.

Following nerve injury, cold hypersensitivity may 
develop in addition to mechanical and heat hypersensi-
tivity. Indeed, cold allodynia and hyperalgesia are com-
mon symptoms in patients presenting with neuropathic 
pain. Therefore, the ideal medication to prevent neu-
ropathic pain must have protective effects against cold 
hypersensitivity along with the protective effects against 
mechanical and heat hypersensitivity. However, whether 
perineural RTX exerts a protective effect on cold hyper-
sensitivity remains unclear. Recently, Cruz et al. reported 
that intraganglionic RTX prevents cold hypersensitivity 
induced by carrageenan injection into the upper lip and 
constriction of the infraorbital nerve [22]. In our pre-
sent study, perineural RTX treatment before nerve injury 
significantly reduced the development of cold hyper-
sensitivity throughout the entire study period. Taken 
together, these results indicate that perineural RTX treat-
ment may be an effective method of preventing cold 
hypersensitivity.

Our experiments focused on the effect and relationship 
of perineural RTX on the expression of TRP channels 
after SNL. Various neuropathic pain models have shown 
that TRPV1 expression in the peripheral nerve increases 
following nerve injury [15–17, 19]. Nerve injury induces 
neuropathic pain and especially heat hypersensitiv-
ity, which is known to be closely related with increased 
levels of TRPV1 expression. For instance, in two experi-
ments using an SNL model of rats, ligation of the L5 
nerve was associated with increased TRPV1 expression 
in the L4 DRG [15, 16]. TRPV1 is known to be related 
not only to the development of heat hypersensitivity but 
also to mechanical hypersensitivity [21], but the role of 
TRPV1 in the development of mechanical hypersensitiv-
ity is controversial. Previous studies have demonstrated 
that administration of TRPV1 antagonists in a neuro-
pathic pain model did not attenuate the development of 
mechanical hypersensitivity [23]. Furthermore, in a paw 
incision pain model of TRPV1 knockout mice, the devel-
opment of heat hypersensitivity was suppressed, but 
in contrast, mechanical hypersensitivity was preserved 
[24]. However, there are evidences that TRPV1 contrib-
utes in the development of mechanical hypersensitivity, 
especially in the chronic phase. Previous studies dem-
onstrated that antisense oligonucleotide against TRPV1 
reduced mechanical hypersensitivity in SNL rats and 
selective antagonists of TRPV1 attenuated the develop-
ment of mechanical hypersensitivity [25–27]. Our cur-
rent study results also showed that TRPV1 expression 
levels were increased after SNL, which is in agreement 
with previous study results.

In the present study, we further attempted to eluci-
date the relationship between cold hypersensitivity and 
TRP receptors. The TRPM8 is well known to be a cold 
receptor and a potential transducer for cold tempera-
ture mediated allodynia and hyperalgesia. Several studies 
have shown that TRPM8 expression may be associated 
with the development of neuropathic pain. For example, 
Frederick et  al. reported that the RNA level of TRPM8 
significantly increased after sciatic nerve chronic con-
striction injury (CCI) [14]. Other reports showed that 
CCI increased TRPM8 expression in the DRG [18, 20]. 
Furthermore, nocifencive behavior of mice to cold stim-
uli has been shown to be related to TRPM8 expression 
[28, 29]. In our study results, the TRPM8 expression was 
increased after SNL observed through both Western blot 
analysis and immunofluorescence analysis. This increase 
of TRPM8 expression was prevented by RTX pretreat-
ment. Therefore, together with our present results, the 
preventive effects of perineural RTX on SNL-induced 
cold hypersensitivity appear to be closely related to the 
expression of TRPM8 in the DRG. Another interesting 
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finding was that increased co-localization of TRPM8 and 
NF 200 positive myelinated neurons were detected after 
SNL surgery. Previous study by Ji et al. reported that in 
the spinal nerve ligated neuropathic rat presenting cold 
hypersensitivity, the number of small myelinated A-delta 
fibers were significantly increased and the number of 
C-fibers were relatively constant in the plantar skin of 
the affected hind limb [30]. The authors have concluded 
that the A-delta fibers provide major contribution in 
the development of cold hypersensitivity in neuropathic 
pain. Although the results in this study were electro-
physiological quantification of the A-delta and C fibers 
in the peripheral nerve, the results of this study support 
our findings of increased expressions of TRPM8 in the 
myelinated neurons at the DRG in the SNL group dem-
onstrating cold hypersensitivity. The result of our study 
gives further information that the A-delta fibers present-
ing TRPM8 may regulate cold hypersensitivity in neuro-
pathic rats.

In contrast to TRPM8, the expression level of TRPA1, 
another cold receptor, in the DRG did not differ between 
the three groups at 4 weeks after SNL. In fact, the asso-
ciation between the expression level of TRPA1 and cold 
hypersensitivity remains controversial. First, many previ-
ous studies suggested that TRPA1 is related to the devel-
opment of cold allodynia and hyperalgesia [14, 31–33], 
which is not supported by our current data. This dis-
crepancy may be explained by the time course of TRPA1 
expression. In a previous study of a sciatic nerve injury 
model in rats, TRPA1 RNA levels in the DRG increased 
1 and 2 weeks after nerve injury, while TRPM8 RNA lev-
els increased 2 weeks after nerve injury [14]. In our pre-
sent study, the TRPA1 protein level in the DRG was only 
measured 4 weeks after SNL, while the expression level 
of TRPA1 at 1–3  weeks were not investigated. Second, 
some studies have reported inconsistent results on the 
association between TRPA1 and cold hypersensitivity. 

Fig. 7 Immunofluorescence view of transient receptor potential mel‑
lastatin type 8 (TRPM8) expression after resiniferatoxin (RTX) pretreat‑
ment. Perineural administration with vehicle or RTX (0 or 1 µg) was 
performed before spinal nerve ligation (SNL). To evaluate the protein 
expression level of TRPM8 located in the DRG, the ipsilateral (left) L5 
and L6 DRG were isolated 4 weeks after SNL and confocal immuno‑
fluorescence analysis was performed. Mounting medium containing 
4′,6‑diamidino‑2‑phenylindole (DAPI; blue) counterstain was dis‑
persed over the sections before mounting. a TRPM8 expression (red; 
arrows) in the DRG of sham‑operated control group rats. b TRPM8 
expression (red; arrows) in the DRG of RTX 0 µg group rats. TRPM8 
expression in the DRG was up‑regulated and the co‑localization of 
TRPM8 expressing neurons with NF200‑positive neurons (green) was 
increased (arrow heads). c TRPM8 expression (red; arrows) in the DRG 
of RTX 1 µg group rats. TRPM8 expression was suppressed compared 
to that of the RTX 0 µg group

▸
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For example, one study using TRPM8- and TRPA1-
knockout animals reported that noxious cold signaling 
may not be related to TRPA1 [29]. The authors showed 
that nocifencive behavior to cold stimuli was absent in 
TRPM8-knockout and TRPM8/TRPA1-double-knockout 
mice, but were retained in TRPA1-null mice. Our present 
study provides evidence that TRPM8 expression, but not 
TRPA1 expression, is related to cold hypersensitivity at 
4 weeks after SNL.

Conclusions
In conclusion, pretreatment with perineural RTX inhibits 
the development of SNL-induced mechanical, heat, and 
cold hypersensitivity. The antinociceptive effect of peri-
neural RTX against cold stimuli seems to be related to 
the TRPM8 expression in the DRG.

Methods
This study was reviewed and approved by the Institu-
tional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) of the 
Asan Institute for Life Sciences, Asan Medical Center. 
The committee follows the guidelines of the Institute of 
Laboratory Animal Resources (ILAR). Behavioral test-
ing and analgesiometry were performed according to the 
ethical guidelines set by the International Association for 
the Study of Pain (IASP) [34], and the animals were euth-
anized after completion of planned tests.

Experimental animals
Male Sprague–Dawley rats (160–180  g) were housed 
three per cage in a room maintained at 21 ± 1.0 °C with 
an alternating 12  h light–dark cycle. Water and food 
were provided ad libitum and permitted to acclimate for 
at least 3  days prior to experiments. The animals were 
allowed to adapt to the laboratory environment for at 
least 2  h before testing, and they were used only once. 
To reduce variation related to diurnal rhythm, all experi-
ments were performed during the light phase of the cycle 
(10:00–16:00).

Group assignment and surgical procedure for animal 
model
The rats were randomly assigned into four groups: (1) 
control group (no treatment, no SNL, n =  5), (2) RTX 
0 µg group (vehicle before SNL, n = 7), (3) RTX 0.1 µg 
group (0.0001  % RTX 0.1  mL before SNL, n =  7), and 
(4) RTX 1 µg group (0.001 % RTX 0.1 mL before SNL). 
Spinal nerve exposure and ligation were performed as 
previously described [35]. In brief, the rats were anesthe-
tized by intraperitoneal injection of zoletil (12.5 mg) and 
xylazine (3  mg). An approximately 1.5-cm midline inci-
sion above the left lateral lumbar spine was made, and 
the paravertebral muscles were retracted, thereby par-
tially exposing the L5 and L6 vertebral bodies. The left L5 
and L6 spinal nerves were isolated after partial removal 
of the left L6 transverse process. Vehicle or RTX (Sigma-
Aldrich Co., St. Louis, MO) of the above-indicated doses 
were administered perineurally distal to the DRG and 
proximal to the formation of the sciatic nerve. The dose 
of RTX was chosen based on a previous publication [36]. 
After 30  min, tight ligation of L5 and L6 spinal nerves 
was done with 6-0 black silk distal to the DRG and proxi-
mal to the formation of the sciatic nerve at the site of 
RTX or vehicle injection.

Behavioral tests
Behavioral responses to mechanical, heat, and cold 
stimuli were performed before surgery and weekly for 
4 weeks after SNL surgery. Animals were positioned indi-
vidually in plastic cages with wire-mesh bottoms and 

Fig. 8 Number of immunoreactive neurons in the ipsilateral L5 
dorsal root ganglion (DRG) positive for transient receptor potential 
melastatin type 8 (TRPM8). Compared with sham operated animals, 
spinal nerve ligation (SNL) demonstrated an increased trend in 
number of neurons positive for TRPM8 4 weeks after surgery (a). 
Pretreatment with 1 µg of resiniferatoxin (RTX) decreased the number 
of neurons presenting TRPM8 compared with the SNL group. The 
number of neurons coexpressing TRPM8 and neurofilament 200 were 
also increased in the SNL group compared with the sham group or 
SNL + RTX group (b). Three rats in each group were analyzed
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were acclimated for at least 20  min. To verify that the 
animal responses were normal, baseline behavioral tests 
were performed before SNL surgery.

Mechanical hypersensitivity was tested using a von 
Frey filament (Stoelting, Wood Dale, IL). The plantar sur-
face of the affected left hind foot was stimulated. Eight 
calibrated von Frey filaments (0.41, 0.70, 1.20, 2.00, 3.63, 
5.50, 8.50, and 15.10 g) were sequentially applied to the 
plantar surface of the foot (in ascending or descend-
ing order) and gently pressed against the foot. Rapid 
withdrawal or flinching was interpreted as a positive 
response. In the case of a positive response, the next-
lightest filament was tested; if a negative response was 
observed, the next-heaviest filament was applied. The 
50 % withdrawal threshold was determined by using the 
previously described up-down method [37].

Heat and cold hypersensitivity was assessed using the 
hot and cold-plate test. To test heat hypersensitivity, 
the rats were individually placed on a hot-plate appara-
tus (Ugo-Basile, Comerico, Italy) with the temperature 
adjusted to 44 ± 0.1 °C [38], and the reaction time start-
ing from the placement of the rat on the hot-plate to the 
time of first nocifencive behavior (licking or withdraw-
ing the hind paw) was measured. The cut-off time for the 
hot-plate test was set at 30  s. Response to cold stimuli 
was examined using a cold-plate (Ugo-Basile, Comerico, 
Italy) with the temperature adjusted to 10 ± 0.1 °C [39]. 
The reaction time starting from the placement of the 
rat on the cold-plate to the time of licking or withdraw-
ing the hind paw was measured and the cut-off time for 
the cold-plate test was set at 100  s. The latency to first 
nocifensive behavior in each rat was regarded as an index 
to nociceptive threshold. Each rat was tested three times 
with sufficient intervals between trials to avoid possible 
effects of anesthesia or tissue damage.

Total cellular protein extraction and western blot analysis
To evaluate the protein expression levels of TRPV1, 
TRPA1, and TRPM8 in the DRG, the left L5 and L6 DRG 
was isolated 4 weeks after SNL, immediately after the last 
behavioral examination. After dissecting the left L5 and 
L6 DRG, DRG samples were washed twice with cold Tris 
buffered saline (TBS; 20 mM Trizma base and 137 mM 
NaCl, pH 7.5). Immediately after washing, the cells were 
lysed with sodium dodecyl sulfate (SDS) lysis buffer 
(62.5 mM Trizma base, 2 % w/v SDS, 10 % glycerol) con-
taining 0.1 mM Na3VO4, 3 mg/mL aprotonin, and 20 mM 
NaF. Sonication was performed in brief to reduce vis-
cosity and shear DNA. Each protein concentration was 
determined with the detergent compatible protein assay 
reagent (Bio-Rad Laboratories, Richmond, CA) using 
bovine serum albumin as the standard. Dithiothreitol 

(5 mM) and bromophenol blue (0.1 % w/v) were further 
added and boiled. The total protein samples (40 μg) were 
separated by electrophoresis in 8–10  %-polyacrylamide 
gels, and transferred onto a polyvinylidene difluoride 
membrane (Amersham Pharmacia Bioscience, Little 
Chalfont, Buckinghamshire, UK). The membranes were 
immunoblotted with antibodies against TRPV1 (1:1000; 
ab31895; Abcam, Cambridge, MA), TRPA1 (1:1000; 
ab68847; Abcam), TRPM8 (1:1000; ab104569; Abcam), 
or β-actin (1:1000; A300-491A; Bethyl Laboratories INC., 
Montgomery, TX) and visualized with enhanced chemi-
luminescence (ECL) -plus solution (Amersham Pharma-
cia Bioscience). The membranes were then exposed to 
Hyperfilm-MP (Amersham Pharmacia Bioscience) for 
the detection of light emission. The specific signals for 
TRPV1, TRPM8, TRPA1, and β-actin were quantified 
using the ImageJ freeware (NIH).

Immunofluorescence analysis of TRPM8 expression
Confocal immunofluorescence was performed to detect 
immunoreactivity in the DRG of SNL rats. TRPM8 and 
neurofilament 200KDa (NF200; a marker of myelinated 
neurons) expression levels were analyzed using three 
rats in each group (total 9 rats) that were not used for 
behavioral testing in each of the following groups: con-
trol group, the RTX 0 µg group, and the RTX 1 µg group. 
Four weeks after SNL, the animals were anesthetized by 
intraperitoneal injection of zoletil (12.5 mg) and xylazine 
(3 mg), and a fixative containing 4 % buffered paraform-
aldehyde was perfused through the left ventricle. The left 
L5 DRG was isolated and fixed immediately in the same 
solution. The tissue samples were embedded in paraffin, 
and the blocked sections were cut in 10-µm-thick cross 
sections by the middle of the DRG with a microtome 
and then mounted onto slides. The sections were depar-
affinized with xylene and rehydrated sequentially with 
100, 95, and 70 % ethanol and then rinsed twice in dis-
tilled water. The slides were then immersed in 0.01  M 
sodium citrate buffer (pH 6.0) and cooled in air. The sec-
tions were blocked with 5 % normal donkey serum, 0.3 % 
Triton X-100, and 1  % bovine serum albumin (BSA) in 
phosphate buffered saline-Tween (PBS-T) for 1  h. The 
sections were incubated overnight at 4 °C with rabbit pol-
yclonal antibodies to TRPM8 (1:1000; ab104569; Abcam) 
with the IgG fraction of mouse polyclonal antibody to 
NF200 (1:1000; n0142; Sigma, St Louis, MO). The sec-
tions were subsequently incubated with Alexa Flour 546 
donkey anti-rabbit IgG (red; 1:1000; Invitrogen, Carls-
bad, CA) and Alexa Flour 488 donkey anti-mouse IgG 
(green; 1:1000; Invitrogen). The sections were rinsed in 
PBS-T and 25 μL of mounting medium containing the 
4′,6-diamidino-2-phenylindole (DAPI; H-1200; Vector; 
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Burlingame; CA) counterstain was dispersed over the 
sections and then mounted onto slides. Immunofluores-
cence was assayed using a confocal fluorescent micro-
scope (Olympus BX51 system microscope, Tokyo, Japan) 
with imaging software (Image Pro Plus ver.5.1, Media 
Cybernetics, Rockville, MD). The number of immuno-
reactive cells was counted manually in three slices of 
the DRG for each group. The total number of TRPM8 
expressing neurons and doubly labeled neurons were 
counted and compared between each group.

Statistical analysis
The data are presented as the mean  ±  standard error 
(SEM). Behavioral data (withdrawal threshold to 
mechanical, thermal, and cold stimuli) were evalu-
ated by two-way repeated measures analysis of variance 
(ANOVA). The statistical significance of differences for 
the quantified specific signals for TRPV1, TRPM8, and 
TRPA1 was assessed with one-way ANOVA followed 
by the Bonferroni’s post hoc test. P values less than 0.05 
were considered statistically significant.

Abbreviations
BSA: bovine serum albumin; DRG: dorsal root ganglion; ECL: enhanced chemi‑
luminescence; IgG: immunoglobulin G; PBS‑T: phosphate buffered saline‑
Tween; RTX: resiniferatoxin; SDS: sodium dodecyl sulfate; SEM: standard error 
measure; SNL: spinal nerve ligation; TBS: tris buffered saline; TRPV1: transient 
receptor potential vanilloid type 1; TRPA1: transient receptor potential ankyrin 
type 1; TRPM8: transient receptor potential melastatin type 8.

Authors’ contributions
WUK, SSC and JWS: This author helped design the study, conduct the study, 
analyze the data, and write the manuscript. JHK and HJY: This author helped 
conduct the study and analyze the data. HSA: This author helped design the 
study and analyze the data. SKL: This author helped conduct the study, analyze 
the data and write the manuscript. JGL: This author helped design the study 
and conduct the study. JGS: This author helped design the study, analyze 
the data and write the manuscript. All authors read and approved the final 
manuscript.

Acknowledgements
We thank the staff members of the Asan Institute for Life Sciences, Asan 
Medical Center, Seoul, Korea, for the help in taking care of the animals and the 
technologic advice and supports.

Competing interests
The authors declare that there are no competing interests.

Additional files

Additional file 1. The data of the results of behavioral test: mechanical 
hypersensitivity.

Additional file 2. The data of the results of behavioral test: cold 
hypersensitivity.

Additional file 3. The data of the results of behavioral test: hot 
hypersensitivity.

Additional file 4. The data of TRPM8 immunoreactive neuronal cell 
count.

Availability of data and materials
We have provided the raw data which is attached in a separate file as a 
Additional files.

However, we do not wish to open our raw data except for editorial issues.
Although this study is an investigator owned experimental research, it 

was funded by the institutional research grant. Original data is also kept in 
our institutional data base which is considered an intellectual property of our 
institute.

Ethics approval
This study was reviewed and approved by the Institutional Animal Care and 
Use Committee (IACUC) of the Asan Institute for Life Sciences, Asan Medical 
Center. IACUC 2010‑02‑039.

Funding
This study was supported by an institutional research grant (2010‑331) from 
the Asan Institute for Life Sciences, Asan Medical Center, Seoul, Korea.

Received: 25 October 2015   Accepted: 9 June 2016

References
 1. Caterina MJ, Schumacher MA, Tominaga M, Rosen TA, Levine JD, Julius D. 

The capsaicin receptor: a heat‑activated ion channel in the pain pathway. 
Nature. 1997;389(6653):816–24.

 2. Bernardini N, Neuhuber W, Reeh PW, Sauer SK. Morphological evidence 
for functional capsaicin receptor expression and calcitonin gene‑related 
peptide exocytosis in isolated peripheral nerve axons of the mouse. 
Neuroscience. 2004;126(3):585–90.

 3. Ma QP. Expression of capsaicin receptor (VR1) by myelinated primary 
afferent neurons in rats. Neurosci Lett. 2002;319(2):87–90.

 4. Wong GY, Gavva NR. Therapeutic potential of vanilloid receptor TRPV1 
agonists and antagonists as analgesics: recent advances and setbacks. 
Brain Res Rev. 2009;60(1):267–77.

 5. Szallasi A, Sheta M. Targeting TRPV1 for pain relief: limits, losers and 
laurels. Expert Opin Investig Drugs. 2012;21(9):1351–69.

 6. Szallasi A, Blumberg PM. Resiniferatoxin, a phorbol‑related diterpene, acts 
as an ultrapotent analog of capsaicin, the irritant constituent in red pep‑
per. Neuroscience. 1989;30(2):515–20.

 7. Winter J, Dray A, Wood JN, Yeats JC, Bevan S. Cellular mechanism of 
action of resiniferatoxin: a potent sensory neuron excitotoxin. Brain Res. 
1990;520(1–2):131–40.

 8. Kissin I, Szallasi A. Therapeutic targeting of TRPV1 by resinifera‑
toxin, from preclinical studies to clinical trials. Curr Top Med Chem. 
2011;11(17):2159–70.

 9. Kissin I. Vanilloid‑induced conduction analgesia: selective, dose‑depend‑
ent, long‑lasting, with a low level of potential neurotoxicity. Anesth 
Analg. 2008;107(1):271–81.

 10. Kissin I, Bright CA, Bradley EL Jr. Selective and long‑lasting neural block‑
ade with resiniferatoxin prevents inflammatory pain hypersensitivity. 
Anesth Analg. 2002;94(5):1253–8 (table of contents).

 11. Kissin I, Freitas CF, Bradley EL Jr. Perineural resiniferatoxin prevents the 
development of hyperalgesia produced by loose ligation of the sciatic 
nerve in rats. Anesth Analg. 2007;104(5):1210–6 (tables of contents).

 12. Suter MR, Berta T, Gao YJ, Decosterd I, Ji RR. Large A‑fiber activity is 
required for microglial proliferation and p38 MAPK activation in the 
spinal cord: different effects of resiniferatoxin and bupivacaine on spinal 
microglial changes after spared nerve injury. Mol Pain. 2009;5:53.

 13. Calixto JB, Kassuya CA, Andre E, Ferreira J. Contribution of natural prod‑
ucts to the discovery of the transient receptor potential (TRP) channels 
family and their functions. Pharmacol Ther. 2005;106(2):179–208.

 14. Frederick J, Buck ME, Matson DJ, Cortright DN. Increased TRPA1, TRPM8, 
and TRPV2 expression in dorsal root ganglia by nerve injury. Biochem 
Biophys Res Commun. 2007;358(4):1058–64.

 15. Fukuoka T, Tokunaga A, Tachibana T, Dai Y, Yamanaka H, Noguchi K. VR1, 
but not P2X(3), increases in the spared L4 DRG in rats with L5 spinal nerve 
ligation. Pain. 2002;99(1–2):111–20.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12868-016-0273-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12868-016-0273-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12868-016-0273-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s12868-016-0273-8


Page 9 of 9Koh et al. BMC Neurosci  (2016) 17:38 

•  We accept pre-submission inquiries 

•  Our selector tool helps you to find the most relevant journal

•  We provide round the clock customer support 

•  Convenient online submission

•  Thorough peer review

•  Inclusion in PubMed and all major indexing services 

•  Maximum visibility for your research

Submit your manuscript at
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central 
and we will help you at every step:

 16. Hudson LJ, Bevan S, Wotherspoon G, Gentry C, Fox A, Winter J. VR1 pro‑
tein expression increases in undamaged DRG neurons after partial nerve 
injury. Eur J Neurosci. 2001;13(11):2105–14.

 17. Rashid MH, Inoue M, Kondo S, Kawashima T, Bakoshi S, Ueda H. Novel 
expression of vanilloid receptor 1 on capsaicin‑insensitive fibers accounts 
for the analgesic effect of capsaicin cream in neuropathic pain. J Pharma‑
col Exp Ther. 2003;304(3):940–8.

 18. Su L, Wang C, Yu YH, Ren YY, Xie KL, Wang GL. Role of TRPM8 in dorsal 
root ganglion in nerve injury‑induced chronic pain. BMC Neurosci. 
2011;12:120.

 19. Urano H, Ara T, Fujinami Y, Hiraoka BY. Aberrant TRPV1 expression in heat 
hyperalgesia associated with trigeminal neuropathic pain. Int J Med Sci. 
2012;9(8):690–7.

 20. Xing H, Chen M, Ling J, Tan W, Gu JG. TRPM8 mechanism of cold allodynia 
after chronic nerve injury. J Neurosci. 2007;27(50):13680–90.

 21. Luo J, Walters ET, Carlton SM, Hu H. Targeting pain‑evoking transient 
receptor potential channels for the treatment of pain. Curr Neurophar‑
macol. 2013;11(6):652–63.

 22. Cruz LS, Kopruszinski CM, Chichorro JG. Intraganglionar resiniferatoxin 
prevents orofacial inflammatory and neuropathic hyperalgesia. Behav 
Pharmacol. 2014;25(2):112–8.

 23. Uchytilova E, Spicarova D, Palecek J. TRPV1 antagonist attenuates postop‑
erative hypersensitivity by central and peripheral mechanisms. Mol Pain. 
2014;10:67.

 24. Pogatzki‑Zahn EM, Shimizu I, Caterina M, Raja SN. Heat hyperalgesia after 
incision requires TRPV1 and is distinct from pure inflammatory pain. Pain. 
2005;115(3):296–307.

 25. Christoph T, Gillen C, Mika J, Grunweller A, Schafer MK, Schiene K, Frank 
R, Jostock R, Bahrenberg G, Weihe E, et al. Antinociceptive effect of 
antisense oligonucleotides against the vanilloid receptor VR1/TRPV1. 
Neurochem Int. 2007;50(1):281–90.

 26. Levine JD, Alessandri‑Haber N. TRP channels: targets for the relief of pain. 
Biochim Biophys Acta. 2007;1772(8):989–1003.

 27. Ro JY, Lee JS, Zhang Y. Activation of TRPV1 and TRPA1 leads to muscle 
nociception and mechanical hyperalgesia. Pain. 2009;144(3):270–7.

 28. Colburn RW, Lubin ML, Stone DJ Jr, Wang Y, Lawrence D, D’Andrea MR, 
Brandt MR, Liu Y, Flores CM, Qin N. Attenuated cold sensitivity in TRPM8 
null mice. Neuron. 2007;54(3):379–86.

 29. Knowlton WM, Bifolck‑Fisher A, Bautista DM, McKemy DD. TRPM8, but not 
TRPA1, is required for neural and behavioral responses to acute noxious 
cold temperatures and cold‑mimetics in vivo. Pain. 2010;150(2):340–50.

 30. Ji G, Zhou S, Kochukov MY, Westlund KN, Carlton SM. Plasticity in intact 
A delta‑ and C‑fibers contributes to cold hypersensitivity in neuropathic 
rats. Neuroscience. 2007;150(1):182–93.

 31. del Camino D, Murphy S, Heiry M, Barrett LB, Earley TJ, Cook CA, Petrus 
MJ, Zhao M, D’Amours M, Deering N, et al. TRPA1 contributes to cold 
hypersensitivity. J Neurosci. 2010;30(45):15165–74.

 32. Obata K, Katsura H, Mizushima T, Yamanaka H, Kobayashi K, Dai Y, Fukuoka 
T, Tokunaga A, Tominaga M, Noguchi K. TRPA1 induced in sensory 
neurons contributes to cold hyperalgesia after inflammation and nerve 
injury. J Clin Invest. 2005;115(9):2393–401.

 33. Chen J, Joshi SK, DiDomenico S, Perner RJ, Mikusa JP, Gauvin DM, Segreti 
JA, Han P, Zhang X‑F, Niforatos W, et al. Selective blockade of TRPA1 chan‑
nel attenuates pathological pain without altering noxious cold sensation 
or body temperature regulation. Pain. 2011;152(5):1165–72.

 34. Zimmermann M. Ethical guidelines for investigations of experimental 
pain in conscious animals. Pain. 1983;16(2):109–10.

 35. Kim SH, Nam JS, Choi DK, Koh WW, Suh JH, Song JG, Shin JW, Leem JG. 
Tumor necrosis factor‑alpha and apoptosis following spinal nerve ligation 
injury in rats. Korean J Pain. 2011;24(4):185–90.

 36. Kissin I, Freitas CF, Mulhern HL, DeGirolami U. Sciatic nerve block with 
resiniferatoxin: an electron microscopic study of unmyelinated fibers in 
the rat. Anesth Analg. 2007;105(3):825–31.

 37. Chaplan SR, Bach FW, Pogrel JW, Chung JM, Yaksh TL. Quantitative 
assessment of tactile allodynia in the rat paw. J Neurosci Methods. 
1994;53(1):55–63.

 38. Tjolsen A, Rosland JH, Berge OG, Hole K. The increasing‑temperature hot‑
plate test: an improved test of nociception in mice and rats. J Pharmacol 
Methods. 1991;25(3):241–50.

 39. Jasmin L, Kohan L, Franssen M, Janni G, Goff JR. The cold plate as 
a test of nociceptive behaviors: description and application to the 
study of chronic neuropathic and inflammatory pain models. Pain. 
1998;75(2–3):367–82.


	The preventive effect of resiniferatoxin on the development of cold hypersensitivity induced by spinal nerve ligation: involvement of TRPM8
	Abstract 
	Background: 
	Results: 
	Conclusions: 

	Background
	Results
	Behavioral tests
	TRPV1, TRPA1, and TRPM8 protein expression levels in the DRG 4 weeks after SNL
	Immunofluorescence analysis of TRPM8 expression

	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Methods
	Experimental animals
	Group assignment and surgical procedure for animal model
	Behavioral tests
	Total cellular protein extraction and western blot analysis
	Immunofluorescence analysis of TRPM8 expression
	Statistical analysis

	Authors’ contributions
	References




