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Spontaneous, background activity in sensory areas is often
similar in both magnitude and form to evoked responses.
Embedding responses evoked by sensory stimuli in such
strong and complex background activity seems like a con-
fusing way to represent information about the outside
world. However, modeling studies indicate that, contrary
to intuition, information about sensory stimuli may be
better conveyed by a network displaying chaotic back-
ground activity than in a network without spontaneous
activity.
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